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the alumni of Indian colleges, The Times of           went OQ to
observe:
Lord Kimberiey, weighing well his words, declared the other
day that the foundation of our administration in India must rest
upon that great European Civil Service which we have so long
maintained. Is there to be a predominance of Englishmen, large
enough to give tone and colour and character to the civil adminis-
tration ? If that is so, what is the use of this agitation for facilitat-
ing the admission of a few more Indian candidates ? Or is there to
be, as Mr. Mehta would say, merely an admixtutes iarge? bat not
large enough, to ensure that the character of the Service shall be
predominantly British ? The question is important, for it involves
nothing less than the quality and tone of the civil administration
of this country.
The "great European Civil Service*' is still with us in all its
plenitude of power, blind for the most part to the forces that are
surging around it, sullen and resentful of the changes that are
sweeping over the land. How far it will shed its traditional habits of
thought and its proud spirit bow to the inevitable in the new era
that is now about to dawn, time alone can tell.